
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EDLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 10th 
DECEMBER, 2019 AT 10AM IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES, STUBBINS HILL, EDLINGTON 

 

Present: Councillors Keri Anderson (Mayor), Joan Briggs, Richard Fleming, Linda Smith and 

Dniel Sweeney. 
 
Also in Attendance: Simon Oldham (Town Clerk), Inspector Adrian Luscombe and PC Rich 
Shirtliff (South Yorkshire Police), and  two members of the public present. 
 
2019.233 To receive and consider apologies for absence. 
RESOLVED to note and approve the apologies of Councillors Maureen Patterson, Steve 
Reardon, Jay Reid and Rob Reid. In addition, Bill Hodgkiss (DMBC Head of Community 
Safety). 
 
2019.234 To consider motions for the variation to the order of business (if any). 
None. 
 
2019.235 To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the 
Council’s code of conduct or Members register of disclosable pecuniary interests. 
None. 
 
2019.236 To identify items for which the press and public may be excluded (if any). 
RESOLVED to exclude the public and press for agenda item 18 “Recent Interment at the 
Cemetery – to receive an update from the Clerk on the ongoing discussions to examine the 
scope for a remedy acceptable to all parties” which was prejudicial to the public interest as 
information relating to potential litigation or recovery of costs against the Town Council was 
likely to be disclosed. 
 
2019.237 To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November, 18th 
November (Extraordinary) and 2nd December (Extraordinary) as true and accurate 
records. 
RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a correct record.  
 
2019.238 Public Speaking Session – In accordance with Standing Order 3.e, a period 
not exceeding 15 minutes will be allowed for members of the public to speak & make 
representations (maximum of 3 minutes for each person). 
A local parishioner and Allotment plot holder at Group 1 site complained about a fence panel 
that had been erected which restricted access through the central pathway when entering 
from Carr Road and turning left to access the top end of the allotment site. This also 
impeded his ability to access the rear boundary of his plot given his disability. In addition, he 
outlined that a cockerel and been thrown over on to his plot and the CCTV cameras that had 
been installed on the shed adjacent to this fencing panel pointed towards his plot and was 
an infringement which spied on him coming and going from his plot. He respectfully 
requested that the fencing panel and the cameras be removed otherwise he would be taking 
action to do so himself. 
The Mayor indicated that a written reply would be provided to the parishioner and the matter 
would also be scheduled as an agenda item for determination at next months’ meeting. 
 
2019.239 Partner Updates from DMBC Ward Councillor(s) or South Yorkshire Police 
representative (if present). 
 Inspector Adrian Luscombe, (South Yorkshire Police) reported that preparations were 
gaining pace regarding plans to re-open the Police station in Edlington in February 2020. He 
introduced a new addition to his team, PC Rich Shirtliff and advised that his new Sargeant 
would be commencing on 6/1/20 and would then bring the team up to 5/6 PC’s, and 2/3 
PCSO’s which he hoped would be a game changer in tackling the root causes of crime 



locally. In the interim, PC Shirtliff and 2/3 PCSO’s were operating from the Martinwells 
Centre. 
 
Inspector Luscombe updated the Council on recent crime statistics for Edlington & 
Warmsworth which were :- 

 October 2019 November 2019 

Vehicle crime 9 15 

Burglary - dwelling 11 14 

Criminal damage incidents 32 31 

Anti-social behaviour 27 24 

Various actions were being pursued against a group of youths and a glass hammer used to 
create vehicle damage had now been seized. A Diversionary Activities Working Group in 
consultation with a DMBC Director had been established and was progressing a range of 
initiatives rather than simply purely enforcement. Operation Alpha was still running, six drugs 
warrants had been issued and a vehicle seized as well as increased engagement and 
patrols. Lots of overtime had been authorised although the Service regrettably could never 
be 24/7. Inititiaves regarding SMART water introduced last year under Operation Shield 
were also to be refreshed. 
 
Finally, it was reported that the scope for a project for Primary School children to design 
artwork to decorate up boarded windows on the Royal estate was in the pipeline and buy in 
from residents and landlords was needed. This whilst not technically graffiti art, aimed to 
improve the appearance from what may otherwise be a prolonged period and an ongoing 
eyesore. Members of the Town Council expressed their support for this initiative. 
 
2019.240 Attendance of DMBC Head of Community Safety – update re progression of 
local initiatives prior to re-opening of Edlington Police Station 
RESOLVED to note that due to illness, the Head of Community Safety was unable to attend 
and the Clerk be asked to pursue an informal meeting with him in early January for an 
update on this project and the initiatives being taken. 
 
2019.241 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary.  
(a) Lobbying DMBC Community Safety re CCTV systems on entry to Martinwells Lake and 
associated value for money. 
RESOLVED to note that a reply to Town Council representations dated 21/11/19 was still 
awaited from the Community Safety Team and in addition, this be referred to the two Ward 
Councillors seeking their support in lobbying in this regard and the general perception that 
these cameras reflected poor value for money. 
(b) Representations to DMBC Highways – stricter Parking enforcement on Hillside Drive & re 
speeding and location of signage at Arlott Dr/Wicket Way in 20mph zone. 
RESOLVED that (1) further representations and photo evidence be sent to DMBC Highways 
seeking ongoing enforcement measures to tackle the ongoing parking difficulties 
encountered at Hilltop School and (2) to note the reply from Highways regarding the 20mph 
zone on Arlott Drive/Wicket Way and the plans to locate roundel signs as a supplementary 
measure when the wider 20mph zoned areas in Edlington were progressed shortly. 
(c) Feedback on site meeting with Wates 13/11/19 re proposed Group 1 Allotment perimeter 
hedging and bordering of boundaries of gardens that will back on to the site. 
RESOLVED to note the feedback on the outcome of the site meeting held with Wates on 
13/11/19 and their agreement to pull out the perimeter hedging /shrubbery bordering the 
allotment boundary before the end of December and install a new 2.4metre wooden fence 
between January and May as each of the new build properties and their gardens were 
established. 



(d) DMBC Highways vehicle speed and class survey results – Edlington Lane November 
2019. 
RESOLVED to note the information supplied/initial survey results although a request for a 
follow up meeting with the Transportation Officer be progressed for further clarification of 
what the survey results indicate. 
 
2019.242 Planning Application Consultations  
(a)  19/02738/FUL - Creation of car park with new vehicular access off Broomhouse Lane,  
Broomhouse Lane Industrial Estate, Wood View,  Edlington. 
RESOLVED to respond advising that the Town Council has no observations to make re this 
proposed development. 
 
2019.243 Report of the Clerk – To receive updates and consider matters in respect of: 
 

(a) Burial ground – nothing to report. 
 
(b) Allotments – i) additional quotation – replacement gate entrance Group 2/3 Allotment 

site. 
RESOLVED that approval be given to accept the quotation from Bentley fencing and 
the Allotment Association be instructed to proceed with this work and present the 
invoice in due course for payment. 

 
(c) Community Centre –  nothing to report.. 

 
(d) Recreation Ground/Miners Memorial Garden - nothing to report. 

 
(e) Improvement Projects & Events – i) Final preparations for Carols in the Park 16/12/19. 

RESOLVED to note the feedback of the Clerk on the final preparations made at 
yesterday’s Activities Working Group meeting and the participation of pupils from Hilltop and 
Victoria Academieswho would be performing as part of the carols and order of service. 
 

(f) New website – final decision on package requirements further to 2Commune online 
demonstration 18/11/19. 
RESOLVED that approval be given to proceed with a new website with 2Commune 
Ltd In accordance with their recent quotation, to include :- 
Classic UKLC template, a  .GOV.UK domain name and 11 e-mail accounts for 9 
Town Cllrs, the Clerk and a generic Members@ account. 
 

(g) Historic England – Consultation on Town Council application for listing of Cenotaph 
War Memorial listed status. 
RESOLVED to note the consultation response submitted by the Clerk raising no 
objections to the documentation regarding the background information to be 
considered as part of the Town Council’s application seeking listed status. 
 

(h) Proposal to establish an Edlington Youth Forum to engage young people, facilitated 
by DMBC Youth Team/Officer. 
RESOLVED (1) to note the proposal from the meeting held with DMBC Engagement 
Manager on 12/11/19 and approval be given to proceed on the basis set out for an 
Edlington Youth Forum to be established, lead by a DMBC Youth facilitator to ensure 
all necessary safeguarding arrangements are in place and to include the involvement 
of STW Academies two Youth Councillors for our area and (2) to arrange an 
introductory planning meeting with the DMBC Youth Officer appointed to undertake 
this lead, with a view to a first meeting of the Youth Forum being held before the end 
of February 2020. 
 



(i) Request for support from Emms Transport re publicity urging residents not to park on 
yellow lines on Lane preventing access to their premises. 
RESOLVED to note and support therequest by Emms Transport and further publicity 
be given in this regard via facebook and the In-Focus magazine. 
 

(j) EPIC – proposed meeting re collaborating on a Summer 2020 activity programme – 
use of the Recreation ground. 
RESOLVED to accept the proposal for an informal meeting with EXPECT-Youth 
Officers early in the new year to discuss their Summer 2020 activity programme and 
how we might collaborate jointly on a programme that will engage Edlington’s Youth 
more effectively and as a diversion away from anti-social behaviour. 
 

(k) Adoption of updated NALC recommended Disciplinary & Grievance procedures 
November 2019. 
RESOLVED  that approval be given to the adoption of the revised Disciplinary and 
Grievance procedures as presented. 

 
2019.244 Mayor’s Announcements (if any). 
The Mayor announced that 1) she had attended both Swallowdale and Headingley Park 
Care Homes last Saturday as part of the Christmas entertainment that the Town Council had 
commissioned by engaging the singer Lottie Simone to perform. The events were very well 
received by residents and staff at both Care Homes and 2) that she would be attending 
Victoria Academy next Monday 16th at 10am to hear pupils present the findings of their 
research project in to Edlington and what they would like to see in the future, especially with 
regard to the recreation ground. The invitation was open to all Members of the Town Council 
to attend. 
 
2019.245 Matters requested by Councillors. 
(a) Proposed closure of Military museum at Ashworth Barracks for housing development and 
prospect of lobbying to keep it open. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk be asked to arrange a site visit for Members to attend Ashworth 
Barracks and in addition, to make further enquiries on the current status of a live planning 
proposal to acquire the site for a new housing development. 
(b) Recognition of Pleasance residents litter pick group in Old Edlington. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk be asked to send a letter of gratitude for the work that the litter 
pick carry out in the vicinity of the Pleasance in Old Edlington. 
(c) Lobbying DMBC Highways re cars parked on corners at bottom of Bernard Road – 
impeding vision/safety. 
RESOLVED that representations be made with accompanying photographs of the danger of 
vehicles parking on the pavement at the bottom of Bernard Road and obscuring vision of 
motorists seeking to exit on to Broomhouse Lane. In addition, to draw attention to the recent 
occurrences of serious incidents having occurred in this vicinity.  
(d) Prospect of a memorial signifying Child Graves section at the Cemetery. 
RESOLVED that approval be given to exploring a memorial being located in the Cemetery to 
highlight the section representing the location of child graves. 
(e) Representations to Wates – site vehicles using Baines Avenue for access and 
associated parking problems . 
RESOLVED to note the representations made to the Site Manager at Wates and his 
response and actions being taken to attempt to resolve the ongoing difficulties. 
 
2019.245 Financial matters  
(a) To note & receive schedule of December payments. 
RESOLVED (1) to note the following payments made in December :-      
             £ 



 
 
 
(b) to note the following receipts during November :-    
                   £ 

 
 
(c) Budgetary control/bank reconciliation as at 30/11/19. 
RESOLVED to note and accept the budgetary control statement and bank reconciliation for 
the period ending 30/11/19. 
 
2019.246 Correspondence/information items. 
RESOLVED to note the following items:- 

1 YLCA White Rose Update – November 2019 & Legal Topic note 
“Bullying & Harassment” 

2 YLCA NALC Consultation on strengthening Police powers to 
deal with unauthorised encampments 

3 YLCA NALC & LGA Guide to tackling Loneliness 

4 YLCA Webinar training programme – December/January 

5 YLCA YLCA/NALC Membership subscription fees for 2020/21 

6 YLCA NALC Legal Topic Note 22 – Revised Disciplinary & 
Grievance Arrangements – updated policy and templates 

7 Director Power for 
People 

Request to support Local Electricity Bill 

8 St Thomas Wharton 
Academy 

Christmas Senior Citizen’s Tea Party 18/12/19 

9 Pick n Mix Events Events proposal 2020 

 
 
 

1. Wages various 9,326.11      

2. SYPA 1,818.38      

3. HMRC - PAYE/NI 2,428.00      

4. NEST Pension contributions 210.76          

5. 1&1  website hosting 11.99            

6. BT - Phone&Broadband 65.70            

7. Applegreen Fuel 162.18          

8. Lottie Simone - Care Home Xmas Singer 58307507 100.00          

9. Farmstar - Mower repair 58307605 57.24            

10. Yorkshire Purchasing Org - Cleaning supplies 58307667 288.01          

11. Royal British Legion - Wreaths for 2020 105863 85.00            

12. Festive Lights - tree lights/battery pack 57992152 251.50          

13. Festive Lights - tree lights/battery pack 57992060 26.65            

14. Carpenters Funerals - Flagstones 57997138 201.36          

15. Business Stream - Rec water supply 57997259 9.07              

16. Plevey & Sons - Xmas trees 58334483 435.00          

17. Cathedral Leasing Ltd - Sanitary contract 84.24            

18. Imprest 105864 150.00          

19. Totalgas&power - Elec Rec 17.28            

20. Festive Lights - Miners garden extra  lights 65.97            

1. Community Centre 1,426.00      

2. Cemetery - burial fees 5,390.00      



2019.247 Outstanding Issues List. 
RESOLVED to note the updated schedule presented of current actions being progressed 
and lobbying of appropriate Agencies for updates on the matters set out. 
 
2019.248 To notify the Clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next 
meeting. 
None. 
 
2019.249 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – Recent Interment at the Cemetery – to receive an 
update from the Clerk on the ongoing discussions to examine the scope for a remedy 
acceptable to all parties. 
RESOLVED to note the oral update by the Clerk on the meeting held between himself, the 
Town Mayor and Cemetery & Grounds Maintenance Supervisor with the second family, last 
week following the interment of their family members remains in to a plot pre-purchased by a 
third party and that their viewpoint and response on how they wished to proceed was 
expected shortly. 
 
2019.250 Date of next meeting – Tuesday 14th January, 2020 6.30pm. 
The meeting closed at  12.45pm. 


